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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-3 and 5-29 is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendments 

1 . This Action is in response to an Amendment filed on October 20, 2009. Claims 
1-3, and 27-29 are amended. Claims 1-3 and 5-29 are pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed 10/20/2009, have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
Freitag.JR. (US 6,237,054 B1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-3 and 5-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Freitag,JR. (US 6,237,054 B1). 

With respect to claim 1 , Freitag discloses: 



• automatically enforcing, via a wizard at the information device, user 

compliance with a plurality of predetermined steps for a computer-assisted 
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configuration of the network interface device, the computer-assisted 
configuration relating to an OSI transport layer or above (Col. 6, lines 15- 
31 , configuring NIU 32 to transmit and receive data) 

• providing at least one setting to the network interface device from the 
information device via the network (Col. 6, lines 15-31 , providing a 
selected communication protocol to NIU 32 to transmit and receive data) 

With respect to claim 2, Freitag discloses requesting, from a user, the at least 
one setting for the network interface device (Col. 6, lines 15-31 , providing a selected 
communication protocol to NIU 32 to transmit and receive data) 

With respect to claim 3, Freitag discloses receiving the at least one setting for 
the network interface device (Col. 6, lines 15-31 , providing a selected communication 
protocol to NIU 32 to transmit and receive data) 

With respect to claim 5, Freitag discloses receiving a count of network 
connections for the network interface device (Col. 8, lines 1-18) 

With respect to claim 6, Freitag discloses receiving a type for at least one 
network connection to the network interface device (Col. 6, lines 15-31) 

With respect to claim 7, Freitag discloses determining the at least one setting 
for the network interface device (Col. 6, lines 15-31 , providing a selected 
communication protocol to NIU 32 to transmit and receive data) 
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With respect to claim 8, Freitag discloses configuring the network interface 
device with the at least one setting (Col. 6, lines 15-31 , providing a selected 
communication protocol to NIU 32 to transmit and receive data) 

With respect to claim 9, Freitag discloses receiving a setting of a logical 
position of the network interface device relative to the programmable logic controller 
(Col. 8, lines 1-18) 

With respect to claim 10, Freitag discloses receiving a Q-address used by an 
input/output module attached to the programmable logic controller, the input/output 
module further couplable to the network interface device (Col. 5, lines 41-61) 

With respect to claim 11, Freitag discloses verifying the at least one setting for 
the network interface device (Col. 6, lines 15-31 , providing a selected communication 
protocol to NIU 32 to transmit and receive data) 

With respect to claim 12, Freitag discloses wherein the network interface 
device is adaptable to communicatively couple the programmable logic controller to an 
Ethernet network (Col. 6, lines 15-31 , providing a selected communication protocol to 
NIU 32 to transmit and receive data) 

With respect to claim 13, Freitag discloses wherein the network interface 
device is adaptable to communicatively couple the programmable logic controller to the 
Internet (Col. 6, lines 15-31 , providing a selected communication protocol to NIU 32 to 
transmit and receive data) 
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With respect to claim 14, Freitag discloses wherein said plurality of 
predetermined steps are adaptable to receive at least one e-mail client configuration 
setting (Col. 6, lines 15-31 , providing a selected communication protocol to NIU 32 to 
transmit and receive data) 

With respect to claim 15, Freitag discloses wherein said plurality of 
predetermined steps are adaptable to receive at least one FTP client configuration 
setting (Col. 2, lines 16-39 and Col. 6, lines 15-31) 

With respect to claim 16, Freitag discloses wherein said plurality of 
predetermined steps are adaptable to receive at least one FTP server configuration 
setting (Col. 2, lines 16-39 and Col. 6, lines 15-31) 

With respect to claim 17, Freitag discloses wherein said plurality of 
predetermined steps are adaptable to receive at least one HTTP server configuration 
setting (Col. 2, lines 16-39 and Col. 6, lines 15-31) 

With respect to claim 18, Freitag discloses wherein said plurality of 
predetermined steps are adaptable to receive at least one FTP server login services 
setting (Col. 2, lines 16-39 and Col. 6, lines 15-31) 

With respect to claim 19, Freitag discloses wherein said plurality of 
predetermined steps are adaptable to receive at least one secure HTTP server login 
services setting (Col. 2, lines 16-39 and Col. 6, lines 15-31) 
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With respect to claim 20, Freitag discloses wherein said plurality of 
predetermined steps are adaptable to validate an FTP server address (Col. 2, lines 16- 
39 and Col. 6, lines 15-31) 

With respect to claim 21, Freitag discloses wherein said plurality of 
predetermined steps are adaptable to receive at least one SMTP client configuration 
setting (Col. 2, lines 16-39 and Col. 6, lines 15-31) 

With respect to claim 22, Freitag discloses wherein said plurality of 
predetermined steps are adaptable to configure an e-mail message to at least one user 
(Col. 2, lines 16-39 and Col. 6, lines 15-31) 

With respect to claim 23, Freitag discloses wherein said plurality of 
predetermined steps are adaptable to validate an e-mail server address (Col. 2, lines 
16-39 and Col. 6, lines 15-31) 

With respect to claim 24, Freitag discloses wherein said network interface 
device is adaptable to communicate at least one programmable logic controller 
administration setting to the programmable logic controller (Col. 2, lines 16-39 and Col. 
6, lines 15-31) 

With respect to claim 25, Freitag discloses wherein said network interface 
device is adaptable to communicate process data from the programmable logic 
controller to a network (Col. 2, lines 16-39 and Col. 6, lines 15-31) 
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With respect to claim 26, Freitag discloses wherein said plurality of 
predetermined steps comprises a help utility (Col. 7, lines 48-55) 

With respect to claim 27, Freitag discloses: 

• an input processor adapted to sequentially prompt a user for at least one 
setting for configuring the network interface device at an OSI transport 
layer or above (Col. 6, lines 15-31 , providing a selected communication 
protocol to NIU 32 to transmit and receive data) 

• an output processor adapted to provide the at least one setting from the 
wizard to the network interface device via a network (Col. 6, lines 15-31 , 
providing a selected communication protocol to NIU 32 to transmit and 
receive data) 

With respect to claim 28, Freitag discloses: 

• a network interface device adaptable to communicatively couple a 
programmable logic controller to a network( Col. 6, lines 15-31 , NIU 32 to 
transmit and receive data) 

• an information device adaptable to communicate with the network 
interface device via a network, said information device providing a wizard 
comprising a plurality of predetermined steps adapted to configure said 
network interface device at an OSI transport layer or above Col. 6, lines 
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15-31, providing a selected communication protocol to NIU 32 to transmit 
and receive data) 

With respect to claim 29, Freitag discloses: 

• providing, at an information device in communication with a network 
interface device via a network, a plurality of predetermined steps adapted 
to sequentially prompt a user for at least one setting for configuring the 
network interface device at an OSI transport layer or above (Col. 6, lines 
15-31, providing a selected communication protocol to NIU 32 to transmit 
and receive data) 

• providing a plurality of predetermined steps adapted to provide the at least 
one setting from the wizard at the information device to the network 
interface device via the network (Col. 6, lines 15-31 , providing a selected 
communication protocol to NIU 32 to transmit and receive data) 



Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Esther Benoit whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3807. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday between 7:30 
a.m and 5 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

E.B. 

February 16, 2010 



/Shawki S Ismail/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2455 



